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Around the World in 80 Days in Electric

Cars 2024: Non stop challenges

The grand Asian leg of the 80edays around the world in an
electric car has come to an end. In just two weeks, our
participants crossed the steppes of Kazakhstan, planted a
tree in Kyrgyzstan, visited Uzbekistan, experienced the warm
hospitality of Azerbaijan and Georgia, and drove along the
coast of Turkey. 

The journey through Kazakhstan began by crossing the Chinese
border at Khorgos. Our participants arrived just in time for Zdenek
and his family's Chinese visa to expire. In Almaty, our partner in
Kazakhstan was waiting for us, along with Leonid Stepanov, the
director of the organization.

 

In Almaty, we had the opportunity to meet with a representative from
the Ministry of Tourism. Rafael de Mestre shared his previous travels
throughout Kazakhstan and noted that the infrastructure still leaves
much to be desired. He also highlighted the challenges of crossing
borders and the obstacles travelers face that limit opportunities.
Zdenek shared his experiences of traveling long distances with
children.

 

 

Rafael and Zdenek shared insights into the challenges they faced
along the route and the innovative solutions they devised on their
journey. The meeting unfolded in a warm and welcoming
atmosphere, with promising discussions about future collaborations.
Special thanks go to Leonid Stepanov, the head of the association, for
his invaluable support and thank you Hotel Kazzhol for hosting the
meeting where Rafael connected online to the 10 years anniversary
celebration of TOCN, the Tesla Owners Club of Norway. Details were
published at Patreon. We gave one of the sponsored Charge stations
of Circontrol to them being the first hotel in Central Asia which
allowed Rafael to charge back in 2012.

 

You can support Rafael de Mestre and follow the journey in
detail here: https://www.patreon.com/RafaeldeMestre831

 

80edays 2024 in Almaty

80edays 2024 in Bishkek

In Kyrgyzstan, representatives of the Ministry of Tourism were waiting
for our participants. The meeting was welcoming and engaging.
Rafael and the Martinek family planted two 80edays trees in the
center of the city to emphasize the mission of the 80edays electric
vehicle world tour - to demonstrate the capabilities of electric vehicles
and the importance of keeping the air clean.

 

After a swift return to Kazakhstan, the 80edays participants were
warmly welcomed in Shymkent by a group of enthusiastic electric
vehicle supporters eager to meet them. From there, the journey led
them into uncharted territory, a region where no previous 80edays
traveler had ventured. Their route passed through the vibrant cities of
Tashkent, Samarkand, and Bukhara through the worst street quality,
where Zdenek's tow hook scratched the concrete several times
throuwing sparks. Entering Uzbekistan a horror szenario for a car full
of children and 12 hour waiting in the queue of maybe 30 cars and
trying to sleep in the car (5 in a Tesla Model 3!). And how to charge
at charge stations without an Uzbekistan credit card? The company
TokBor gave us credit and a Tesla owner started the charge remotely
on ALL chargers we stopped!!! Thank you so much Otash!
This is a prove that you are never lost as EV driver, world wide people
are helping each other to charge anywhere, this is simply awesome!

Then the cars continued on to the lesser-known area of Beineu where
a charge station of Circontrol were placed at the Hotel Nur to close an
important gap for travelling EV drivers from Uzbekistan and
Kazakhstan to Aktau. Thank you so much CIRCONTROL!!!  

80edays 2024 presentation in front of officials in Tashkent

Media and press articles:

Press Article Kaktus Media

Article Caravan info

Press Article 24 news Kirgistan
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Crossing the Sea
Naturally, the travelers were greeted in Aktau by friends-
representatives of the local electric vehicle community. They
organized city tours, warm conversations, an introduction to local
cuisine, and some relaxation. Thank you so much Akhtan!

 

The most crucial step was handling the paperwork necessary to
transport the electric vehicles across the Caspian Sea. As with any
international journey, bureaucratic hurdles threatened to delay their
progress. Although Rafael was familiar with the requirements, they
did the same error they did last time and lost the car papers. So how
to make a toll procedure without car papers and no access to the cars
where the papers were supposed to be? Well these are papers and no
one knows how they look like. So Rafael instructed Zdenek to show
other car papers and they went through this step. Arrived at the car
the papers were not there and also the keys not. 10 times Rafael had
to cross the border from one side to the other side until they finally
found the keys but the papers were not in the cars. Rafael
remembered the place in the shelf in the office they found the papers
last time, went back to this office and asked the officers to check.
The shift changed so they were willing to check the same the other
shift did already and a clever woman found the papers exactly on the
same place. Officers are not trained, processes not defined and
everyone is doing the things following "THE RULES" but honestly the
rules are interpreted by every officer differently. There is no warranty
next time it will happen again this way but what we learned out of
this we will not give the paper originals anymore to any ship
transport, a color copy looking like the original shall be the best
solution for this situation until the date everything can be done
electronically via QR codes which are working and not have to be
redone like the QR code in Uzbekistan which was not readable at the
border taking hours to be redone correctly.

The arrival in Baku, Azerbaijan, was set for October 5, with Zdenek
having already secured tickets for his entire family. Rafael planned to
fly once the vehicles were safely aboard the ferry. However, an
unexpected setback occurred when Zdenek and his family were
denied entry into Azerbaijan due to visa requirements. Forced to
return to Aktau, their plans hit a frustrating roadblock. No one there
knew that an online application would have been possible to be
processed in 3 hours ...

So lost flights and lost money and Zdenek was super frustrated
because of this useless stress for his family. Next day all applied for
the visa online, booked new flights and finally entered Azerbaijan
where they were welcome and picked up by the President of the Tesla
Owners Club of Azerbaijan. Once again, borders and regulations
created unwelcome challenges for these determined travelers and
Rafael had to wait 3 hours at the border because of a typo in his birth
date at the visa application ...

 

 

 

It's good to support the disasters of the past, but isn't it better to
support Rafael de Mestre's push into the future to avoid them?

Be a Patron for just 3$ and help accelerating EVolution!

 https://www.patreon.com/RafaeldeMestre831

 

80edays car 
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Warm Hospitality of Azerbaijan

Despite the setbacks, our partner in Baku, Natig Zarali, successfully
rescheduled the press conference with journalists and influencers.
Our participants were welcomed with all the warmth that this
beautiful country has to offer. They were transported in a fully electric
Kia car and the media event took place in the luxurious AutoMall
Baku.

The excellent organization of the event and the extensive media
coverage helped spread the word about the possibilities of traveling in
electric vehicles. This was especially important as this was the first
time Azerbaijan had participated in the 80 days route. We would like
to thank Natig Zarali and AutoMall Baku for their support.
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Georgian Horizons and a Fast
Route Through Turkey

Due to all described significant delays along the way, our participants
had to speed up the next part of the route, especially since the
infrastructure allowed it. A quick drive through Georgia into Turkey
took only two days. Border control was fast and efficient.

The availability of fast-charging stations in Turkey ensured that there
were no delays. Rafael raced along the coast stopped with Zdenek at
a restaurant of the family of Metin, an IT friend of Germany and
reached the Bulgarian border within three days. Zdenek's family had
a little more time to enjoy the ride along the sea before reaching the
European border shortly thereafter.

In the meantime the twice repaired tire of Rafael's Model S lost air
every day so he had to reach Bucharest asap to change the tire to
some he had stocked there.

 

 

With NRGkick, charging is always completely safe and reliable.
Numerous safety mechanisms regularly check the situation and
protect against overloading or overheating, for example. With the
numerous plug attachments, you can also charge at any power
source with maximum safety - without fear of scorching. 

NRGkick charging units are equipped with WiFi and Bluetooth as
standard and are optionally available with GSM/SIM. The flexible
wallbox therefore offers you full connectivity. For example, you can
also connect your NRGkick to the free NRGkick app for intelligent
control. 

And they constantly help us on the road, especially there where there
is no charging infrastructure.
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The Remaining Route Through
Europe

Rafael entered Romania with an expired technical inspection so he
conviced the border control that it was because of the huge delays of
the world trip. In addition it was true that he had an appointment the
next day. This time an officer interpreted the rules in a positive way
and let him pass.

The 80edays around-the-world participants are now embarking on the
final leg of their journey, traveling through Europe and concluding in
Barcelona, Spain, with the grand finale set for November 3.

The availability of Tesla Superchargers in most European countries
has significantly streamlined the route, making it easier and faster for
the participants to stay on course. For those interested in
experiencing the excitement firsthand, there's an opportunity to join
the team for the final stretch (for free) and cross the finish line with
them under the iconic Arc de Triomf in Barcelona.

The route:

20.10. Helsinki - Press conference, TOCFIN meeting

21.10. Sweden somewhere

22.10. Oslo - meeting TOCN

23.10. Götheburg - meeting Tesla Owners Club Sweden

24.10. Kopenhagen - meeting Uli, one of my best friends

25.10. Hotel Bellevue Dresden with Zdenek and press conference

26.10. Hilden Ladepark event with official video production

27.10. Antwerp - visting the battery repair shop electrify.eu

28.10. Munich Hofbräuhaus - meeting Team Germany I - 2016

29.10. Zürich - meeting 80edays 2016 Teams Italy and Switzerland

31.10. Italy

1.11. Monaco - meetup at the front of the Prince's Palace of HSH
Prince Albert II of Monaco an awesome supporter of Ocean protection
and sustainable projects. Visit his website www.fpa2.org

1.11. Avignon meeting GEVA, the global EV association office France

2.11. Perpignan and Andorra

3.11. Barcelona 
Official World Record ceremony 15:00 at Arc de Triomf 

 

Meet Rafael in your country! 
Follow the new and faster live tracker: edays.mathesio.cz
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Gratitude

Special thanks to NRGkick giving us the mobile chargers and adaptors
to be able to charge wherever there is light burning, to Chargerman
for the support with charge adapters in China and US and to Sven
from electrify.eu who repaired the Model S battery short before the
start and who just opened a second workshop in Spain!

We extend our heartfelt thanks to all the individuals, clubs, and
organizations that have supported and promised to support Rafael
and the 80edays mission in future. Your hospitality, enthusiasm, and
commitment make this journey possible. Let's continue to innovate,
inspire and impact the world for the better.
Support Rafael on Patreon and get exculsive insights!
https://www.patreon.com/RafaeldeMestre831

The history and future in short:
The project began when Rafael de Mestre was planning to drive around the

world in 2013 but canceled the plan when he heard about two Frenchmen who

set off on the Electric Odyssey around the world in 2012. Without any planning

he simply started to follow them around the world in his Tesla Roadster electric

car to make it a race to arrive in Strasbourg faster than the French, who started

in March 2012.

 

Rafael only managed to leave on May 11, 2012 from Barcelona to Strasbourg,

and further along the route, catching up with and ahead of the French team.

 

All along the way, Rafael and his Tesla overcome difficulties with visas and

cross-country permits, local holidays and difficult roads. Several times Rafael

has to fly to Germany for paperwork, come back and continue on his way. The

roads of Kazakhstan proved difficult for the roadster, and there were no

charging stations and the electric car had to be charged from ordinary sockets

or power distribution panels of hotels.

 

In Europe, after about 27,000 kilometers of driving through sandstorms at

around 53°C heat, over the worst roads on earth and through thunderstorms,

the electric car had an accident in Germany near the finish line. But Rafael

managed to get support from Tesla and in a fast-track five days the Tesla

Roadster was repaired and brought back to life.

 

As a result, Rafael was ahead of the French team. His route took 28,282 km

and became the longest route on a serial 100% electric car, which was recorded

as a world record. He spent 127 days on this route and became the first person

in the world to travel alone around the world in an electric production car, which

was classified as two separate world records.

 

More world records were set by Rafael in 2016, when he made his second

round-the-world trip in an electric car. This time he started in a Tesla Model S,

but 10 other teams from around the world rode with him.

 

The second stage of the 80edays was already bigger and organized by Rafael

de Mestre himself. The route this time amounted to more than 25 thousand

kilometers through 20 countries and three continents. The teams were from

Germany, Austria, Italy, Hungary, Spain, Switzerland, Switzerland, USA and

China.

 

Participants drove through iconic cities where more than 30 events were

organized to raise awareness of electric vehicle technology. At the same time,

the teams planted trees with a plaque in major cities - symbols of clean air.

Which will henceforth become a reference point for all future 80edays

participants.  

The teams successfully completed their journey in 80 days, including

intercontinental flights. Which was another world record.

 

Rafael de Mestre, the initiator of 80edays, believes that the whole world must

work together to eliminate the problem of air pollution.

 

"Electric cars are the best solution to avoid toxic gases in our cities, and they

encourage the battery industry to improve the technology. Other technologies

benefit from this improvement, so it's not just charity but business, the best

motivation to move forward quickly for the most precious thing we have - our

children," believes Rafael.

 

In case there will be a very last and 5th edition Rafael stated that some

circumstances have to be met.

1) End of the war in Russia.

2) 11 teams subscribe and sign the participation contract.

3) Rafael finished to write and publish one 80edays book minimum.

4) A test drive crossing the Bering Strait with an EV will be done successfully by

Rafael in the coming years.

Earliest start of next edition: spring 2030

Interested to join? 

Official registration is open and available over email to office@80edays.com

Contact 80edays

Short note:

#80edays — is a mission that breaks boundaries! We are proving
that electric vehicle technology is poised to become the first choice
for drivers because it is environmentally sustainable and has a well-
developed infrastructure. The 80edays mission is to accelerate the
transition to sustainable mobility. This is the largest rally in 100%
electric vehicles around the world. Participants in the world race prove
that electric vehicles have already become the choice of drivers. It is
a conscious transition to quiet, clean and sustainable energy. The
world electric car race is held every 4 years across three continents.
In 2012 and 2016 participants crossed more than 20 countries, and
covered more than 28 thousand kilometers in electric vehicles. Any
team from any country in the world can represent its nation by taking
part in a production electric car.

#Tree route — in collaboration with Myclimate, the official eco-
partner of 80edays, trees were planted along the route of the race in
2016, which today determines the route. The Myclimate project seeks
to restore forests and offset carbon emissions. The 80edays project,

https://i7q2.mjt.lu/nl3/dn0Q0VCyuSqR3h7VWHzhyw?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/80eDays/
https://twitter.com/80edays_en
https://www.instagram.com/80edays_official/
https://www.youtube.com/c/80edays
https://i7q2.mjt.lu/unsub2?m=&b=&e=84236939&x=0J_BmcrKaaE8oQM0QanDTA&hl=EN
https://80edays.com/contact/
https://80edays.com/2024-route-and-teams/
https://80edays.com/2024-route-and-teams/
https://www.patreon.com/RafaeldeMestre831
https://treeworld.80edays.com/
https://treeworld.80edays.com/
https://treeworld.80edays.com/
https://kaktus.media/doc/510045_ychastniki_krygosvetki_na_elektromobiliah_80edays_proehali_cherez_kyrgyzstan._foto.html
https://caravan-info.pro/vokrug-sveta-za-80-dnej-znamenitye-jelektromobilisty-proehali-cherez-kyrgyzstan/
https://24.kg/obschestvo/306218_uchastniki_krugosvetnogo_puteshestviya_naelektromobilyah_proehali_cherez_kyirgyizstan/
https://treeworld.80edays.com/
https://www.patreon.com/RafaeldeMestre831
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/nestorlazaro_electricvehicles-sustainability-inspiration-activity-7191692965612834818-HCpH?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ncORxqi4Bx4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ncORxqi4Bx4
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/sebastianfleischhacker_e80days-globalevalliance-bilbao-activity-7189537414732791808-6aAY
https://www.fpa2.org/
https://edays.mathesio.cz/
http://www.nrgkick.com/
https://electrify.eu/
https://www.patreon.com/RafaeldeMestre831


to restore forests and offset carbon emissions. The 80edays project,
which promotes clean air, is well complemented by the goals of our
partner, and provides a joint opportunity to raise public awareness on
environmental issues. Together, we highlight the critical social and
climate issues arising from increased pollution and rapid
deforestation. 80edays planted 10,000 trees to compensate for the
CO2 footprint of 80edays.

Rafael De Mestre — is an ambassador of electric mobility and
founder of the Eco Grand Prix SRL, the organizer of ecoGP, the
electric car 24h races, winner of the first round-the-world race in
2012 and awarded 2013 by the Energy Globe Award Romania and
2024 by the Global Recognition Award. He holds the record for solo
trip around the world in a standard electric car, the fastest round-the-
world trip in an electric car (80 days) together with the teams of
2016’s 80edays Elduro and won several EV rallies in Europe.
(Wikipedia DE) (Wikipedia EN)

 

https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rafael_de_Mestre
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rafael_de_Mestre

