
80edays | View in your browser

8 0 E D A Y S

Around the world in 80 days in electric

cars 2024: American conquest

80edays 2024 in New York

In April 2024, the remarkable journey "Around the World in
80 Days in Electric Vehicles" started again in Barcelona. This
is the fourth round-the-world trip for the 80edays project,
with participants already having traversed Spain, Portugal,
Morocco, and, in the second stage, the USA, Mexico and
Canada.

The goal of the "Around the World in 80 Days in Electric Vehicles"
project is to highlight the environment and technologies that keep the
air clean and accelerate the transition to sustainable green mobility.

This ambitious circumnavigation is more than just a trip; it's a mission
to promote environmental awareness and showcase cutting-edge
technologies that keep our air clean and accelerate the transition to
sustainable, green mobility.

80edays is an international rally exclusively for electric cars, held
every four years, and this time spanning three continents and more
than thirty countries.

The current journey began on April 24, 2024, and is now advancing
to its next stage. Participants have already conquered the deserts of
Morocco and the vast expanses of North America and are currently
facing new challenges in China. Much like the characters in Jules
Verne's famous novel "Around the World in 80 Days", our participants
constantly face unexpected obstacles. Each time, the question arises
as to whether they should continue, but they always find ways to
solve the problems and continue their unparalleled adventure in
electric vehicles.

 

80edays 2024 in Canada
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China - An Unexpected
Challenge

Rafael de Mestre, Zdenek, and his family recently faced their biggest
hurdle yet - customs at Shenzhen Airport in China. For unknown
reasons, the customs authorities refused to accept their electric cars,
and no clear explanation was given. Rafael experienced in 2012 that
his car was stuck at the airport in China and he had to pay 100,000
RMB storage costs, so after receiving the notice he immediately
canceled the flight, which resulted in a $2,000 penalty for each
vehicle, but much less than parking both cars in China at the airport
with no idea if or when they will pass through customs. So the cars
were pulled out of the containers and taken to the freight forwarder,
who kindly charged them so as not to kill the batteries.

Human error or arbitrariness, political maneuvering, and greed have
created unpredictable obstacles for our travelers. When Rafael
attempted to reroute the cars to Almaty, Kazakhstan, the logistics
company quoted an outrageous fee of $45,000. Yet, Rafael has found
a new way forward.  

We call on the entire electric vehicle community to join us in solving
this problem, which will pave the way for many future travelers.
Rafael de Mestre has long fought for a world without borders, for
peace, and for the free movement of people across countries. Now,
once again, he faces the harsh and senseless barriers of customs
officials.  

It's good to support the disasters of the past, but isn't it better to
support Rafael de Mestre's push into the future to avoid them?

Be a Patron for just 5$!

 https://www.patreon.com/RafaeldeMestre831

 

80edays 2024 in USA
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Trials Across the Americas
Upon arrival in Miami, the participants encountered customs delays
that threatened to extend their stay beyond the holiday season.
Fortunately, Providence was on their side; the paperwork was ready
and the cars were released from the port just in time.

On top of that, Rafael's Tesla Model S ran out of charge and
disappeared from the radar of the app used to track its status and
location during transport. So how to take a dead, 5m long car out of
the container?

An electric forklift did not have long enough forks but he had a 12V
battery which they connected to Rafael’s Tesla. Luckily on his 2013
Model S the 12V battery is accessible through the front plastic cover,
which can be removed without opening the car. The screen went on,
they put the car in neutral and pushed it out of the container by
hand. Then Zdenek's Tesla Model 3, in better condition and equipped
with a tow hook, towed the Tesla Model S to the nearest charging
station to recharge it. To do this they had to connect both Teslas with
their 12 V batteries to be able to open the charging port, and after a
while of charging they disconnected the 12V battery and let it charge
overnight to 100%, as recommended by Sven, the CEO of
electrify.eu, who repaired the “bricked” battery before the Tesla Model
S started the trip.

Like something out of a movie, one problem solved, they soon ran
into another challenge: their Tesla had European plugs, incompatible
with any local charging stations. Even with adapters, charging was
slow.

"I won't continue the journey unless I find a fast-charging solution.
Traveling with children requires us to move quickly," - Zdenek
emphasized in a What’s App message.

 

"The US still uses a mix of Type 1 single phase AC and CCS1 DC with
NEMA chargers at charging stations. The adapter we got from
Chargerman supports charging from European CCS2 car ports with
NEMA AC and DC. I don't need DC for my car, it crossed the US with
AC in 2016. Since I have a ChaDeMo, I can charge even 50 kWh DC.
But it would be nice to be able to use fast charging," - said Rafael de
Mestre.

 

And Rafael, with the help of his friends, started looking for a solution.
Help came from China. Once again, our friends at CHARGERMAN
saved the day. They sent an adapter to the USA that allows you to
connect to fast charging. We had to wait for the package to arrive.
Zdenek and Rafael were able to charge their electric cars from a
charging station CCS1 with a speed of 50 kWh. 

Rafael was not happy with this solution and dismounted the NEMA
adapter to see what was inside. For his logic it was not wired
correctly, a fan offered to help him solder and they corrected the
wiring following Rafael’s logical conclusions and he was right, he
suddenly could supercharge at Tesla Superchargers, but Zdenek still
could not.
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Traveling from Florida to Canada

The route took the travelers along the coast to New York City and
further north to Halifax, Nova Scotia. Deviations occurred due to the
availability of charging stations, but for the most part, Rafael
supercharged for free due his Signature Model S has this awesome
option and Zdenek charged at 50kW DC or at hotels level 2 (AC) like
Rafael did in 2012. Crazy was that at some RV parks it was prohibited
to charge at their sockets like Rafael did in 2012.

 

80edays 2024 in Moorestown

Rafael on Independence Day

With Zdenek’s family finding time to enjoy Disneyland, the beaches,
and the cultural treasures along the way the trip took much longer
than planned. But Rafael and Zdenek were able to attend the
Independence Day Parade on July 4th in Morristown, New Jersey,
thanks to the warm support of Vivianna Van Derlin, President of the
Tesla Owners Club Delaware Valley, see you soon in Europe or on the
5th 80edays in the US!

 

80edays 2024 with Vivianna and Michael

While there they talked about the left side door which sometimes
opened, mostly by night or rain and Vivianna asked her friend
Michael, a former Tesla technical expert to come. He identified a
defect controller but did not manage to buy one in the US, so he
decided to give Rafael his controller of his Model S. What an
awesome act! Since then a part of his car is driving around the world
and Rafael is thinking of Michael every time the door opens smoothly.

By June 25th, the participants had left Miami, and in spite of the slow
charging by July 7th, Rafael was already hosting a meeting in
Burlington, Massachusetts, organized by the Tesla Owners Club New
England. The event was a friendly gathering where Rafael shared his
experiences and discussed the purpose and challenges of the trip.

Throughout the journey, they were greeted warmly, including by
Henry Sharp, the pioneer and inventor of adapters for the Tesla
Roadster. Thank you, Henry, for supporting #80edays!

 

80edays 2024 visited Henry Sharp

With NRGkick, charging is always completely safe and reliable.
Numerous safety mechanisms regularly check the situation and
protect against overloading or overheating, for example. With the
numerous plug attachments, you can also charge at any power
source with maximum safety - without fear of scorching. 

NRGkick charging units are equipped with WiFi and Bluetooth as
standard and are optionally available with GSM/SIM. The flexible
wallbox therefore offers you full connectivity. For example, you can
also connect your NRGkick to the free NRGkick app for intelligent
control. 

And they constantly help us on the road!
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Exploring Canada

It didn't take long to cross the U.S.-Canadian border, and the travelers
pressed on, eager to reach Halifax, Nova Scotia - an important
milestone for the 80edays project. 

In 2016, a tree had been planted near the Hotel Atlantica as a small
but powerful symbol of hope and commitment to a greener future
serving as a point of reference for pilgrims following Rafael’s trail. For
years, that tree stood as a testament to the project's values:
sustainability, unity, and the pursuit of a cleaner world.

 

But this time, as Rafael approached the site, he was greeted by a
heartbreaking sight: the tree had been cut down three weeks before
his arrival because the park where the tree stood had been converted
into a school building. Rafael commented “Sustainability means also
to keep the improvements as they are for a long period of time”. It is
a stark reminder that despite their efforts, the fight for a sustainable
future still faces resistance from those who prioritize profit over
conservation. 

 

Tesla Service Quebec City after fixing the brake of Zdenek

Tesla Service Montreal after exchanging the bulb of the right side blinker.

In Quebec, the Tesla Owners Club Québec warmly welcomed the
team and helped repair the brake pads on Zdenek's Tesla Model 3
that had failed along the way. The team also met with Tesla Owners
Clubs in Montreal and Ottawa, and made an essential stop at the
stunning Niagara Falls, near the Canada-U.S. border. Thank you Tesla
Owners Club Ontario for the kind receptions at two locations on the
way through Canada. See you next time for sure!

 

Tesla Montreal with Marc Titcombe

Tesla Club meetup Ottawa
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Heading South Again

The next leg of the journey took the team on a scenic and diverse
route through the heartland of America. They traveled through the
rolling farmlands of Ohio, where they were met with warm hospitality
from local electric vehicle enthusiasts, and then through Indiana,
where the contrast between the old world of gasoline and the new
frontier of electric vehicles was starkly evident. 

The team made a brief stop in Indianapolis, visiting a local Tesla

https://i7q2.mjt.lu/nl3/Tr4ZlJCI-AU3TWFuWefnvQ?hl=en
https://80edays.com/2024-route-and-teams/
https://treeworld.80edays.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ncORxqi4Bx4
https://twitter.com/tesla_club_pt
https://www.patreon.com/RafaeldeMestre831
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/nestorlazaro_electricvehicles-sustainability-inspiration-activity-7191692965612834818-HCpH?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qzfhIU8dcL4
https://www.chargerman.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qzfhIU8dcL4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ncORxqi4Bx4
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/sebastianfleischhacker_e80days-globalevalliance-bilbao-activity-7189537414732791808-6aAY
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/sebastianfleischhacker_e80days-globalevalliance-bilbao-activity-7189537414732791808-6aAY
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/sebastianfleischhacker_e80days-globalevalliance-bilbao-activity-7189537414732791808-6aAY
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/sebastianfleischhacker_e80days-globalevalliance-bilbao-activity-7189537414732791808-6aAY
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/sebastianfleischhacker_e80days-globalevalliance-bilbao-activity-7189537414732791808-6aAY
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/sebastianfleischhacker_e80days-globalevalliance-bilbao-activity-7189537414732791808-6aAY
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/sebastianfleischhacker_e80days-globalevalliance-bilbao-activity-7189537414732791808-6aAY
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/sebastianfleischhacker_e80days-globalevalliance-bilbao-activity-7189537414732791808-6aAY
http://www.facebook.com%2F80eDays%2Fposts%2Fpfbid02DmUwExioFZaYM3FEDAiPhw44DWvG4jKdAqBwAs8vLnLDRq9iSwt8RhWAyckKiBzTl
http://www.facebook.com%2F80eDays%2Fposts%2Fpfbid02DmUwExioFZaYM3FEDAiPhw44DWvG4jKdAqBwAs8vLnLDRq9iSwt8RhWAyckKiBzTl
http://www.facebook.com%2F80eDays%2Fposts%2Fpfbid02DmUwExioFZaYM3FEDAiPhw44DWvG4jKdAqBwAs8vLnLDRq9iSwt8RhWAyckKiBzTl
http://www.facebook.com%2F80eDays%2Fposts%2Fpfbid02DmUwExioFZaYM3FEDAiPhw44DWvG4jKdAqBwAs8vLnLDRq9iSwt8RhWAyckKiBzTl
http://www.facebook.com%2F80eDays%2Fposts%2Fpfbid02DmUwExioFZaYM3FEDAiPhw44DWvG4jKdAqBwAs8vLnLDRq9iSwt8RhWAyckKiBzTl
http://www.facebook.com%2F80eDays%2Fposts%2Fpfbid02DmUwExioFZaYM3FEDAiPhw44DWvG4jKdAqBwAs8vLnLDRq9iSwt8RhWAyckKiBzTl


The team made a brief stop in Indianapolis, visiting a local Tesla
Service Center to ensure their cars were running at peak
performance, where they got the clue as to why Zdenek’s Tesla was
not charging at Superchargers.

More details for Patrons at

https://www.patreon.com/RafaeldeMestre831  

 

Crossing into Illinois, the travelers enjoyed the bustling streets of
Cleveland, and took a moment to charge up at one of the city's
newest high-speed Superchargers. Here, they connected with
members of the local Tesla community, sharing stories and advice on
navigating America’s electric charging infrastructure.

As they continued through the flat plains of Missouri and the winding
roads of Oklahoma, they encountered both the beauty and the
challenges of America's vast and varied landscape. They charged at
remote stations in small towns along the famous Route 66, often
relying on the kindness of local business owners and EV advocates
who were eager to hear about their ambitious journey.

 

By the time they reached Arizona, the landscape had shifted
dramatically to red rock deserts and endless skies. Here, they were
welcomed by old friends at Gruber Motors, a renowned Tesla repair
and restoration facility in Phoenix. At Gruber Motors, the team was
warmly welcomed and given a tour of the facility, where they saw
classic Tesla Roadsters being meticulously restored. Rafael and
Zdenek shared their latest experiences on the road and discussed the
unique challenges and triumphs of long-distance EV travel. An
interview with Rafael was recorded, capturing the spirit and
determination of the 80edays team. Details of this fascinating
meeting can be found on Gruber Motors' YouTube channel and social
media platforms.

 

The travelers visited another wonder of the continent - the Grand
Canyon—before meeting with Tesla fans in Santa Barbara with the
support of Tesla Owners Club Santa Barbara.

By August 12th, after traversing thousands of miles across diverse
American landscapes, the electric cars were carefully prepared and
loaded into containers for their next big leap - an international flight
to China. Secured for transport, the vehicles were ready for the next
stage of their adventure, embodying the spirit of perseverance and
innovation that defines the 80edays journey.
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China is coming

80edays 2024 in China

After many days of discussing and arguing we finally found a solution,
the cars arrived in China and we plan to continue the trip next week.

The arrival date is now set. Together with the Official World Record
Officer we will celebrate the arrival in Barcelona on 

November 3, 2024.

Please save the date!

There are more challenges to come, like the new Chinese loading
standard GB/T, but be sure that Rafael is called Mr. Possible, he will
always find a solution, even if it is crazy.

 

+++ Goodyear summer 19" tires wanted for the Model S ... it
is having winter tires! +++ best US tire efficiency promotion +++
crossing US one month promoting the tires! +++

 

We invite everyone to get in touch:

Email: office@80edays.com

Whatsapp: 80edays fans
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Conclusions:

Another chapter of the 80edays journey has come to an end. The
participants have traveled 13,000 miles (about 20,000 km)
through six countries, and new adventures await.

"We have no idea if we'll be able to charge at local Superchargers, if
we'll be able to charge on DC or if we'll have to use AC charging at
Tesla Destination charging stations, which may have changed their
connector as well.

The world has changed for the worse for travelers, making EV travel
useless and difficult, further tightening the borders between
countries. This has to end once and for all," - says Rafael de Mestre,
who has already driven an electric car around the world three times
in 2012, 2016 and 2023.  

Rafael reminds us that while electric vehicles are becoming more
common in metropolitan areas, there are still far too many fossil fuel
vehicles.

"I counted an average of 9 parked gasoline cars on the street before I
counted one EV. Is it normal to have 90% polluting cars? We should
not stop fighting and convincing ourselves that clean air is more
important than anything else. We have the hardest time ahead of us,
the oil industry has not been affected at all so far," - noted Rafael.

 

More information about the run and participants can be
found on the official website: https://80edays.com/ 
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Gratitude
Special thanks to NRGkick giving us the mobile chargers and adaptors
to be able to charge wherever there is light burning and to Richard
for sponsoring the set of all season Kelly (Goodyear) tires to the Tesla
Roadster. 

We extend our heartfelt thanks to all the individuals, clubs, and
organizations that have supported and promised to support Rafael
and the 80edays mission in future. Your hospitality, enthusiasm, and
commitment make this journey possible. Let's continue to innovate,
inspire and impact the world for the better.
Support Rafael on Patreon and get exculsive insights!
https://www.patreon.com/RafaeldeMestre831

A little history:
The project began when Rafael de Mestre was planning to drive around the

world in 2013 but canceled the plan when he heard about two Frenchmen who

set off on the Electric Odyssey around the world in 2012. Without any planning

he simply started to follow them around the world in his Tesla Roadster electric

car to make it a race to arrive in Strasbourg faster than the French, who started

in March 2012.

Rafael only managed to leave on May 11, 2012 from Barcelona to Strasbourg,

and further along the route, catching up with and ahead of the French team.

All along the way, Rafael and his Tesla overcome difficulties with visas and

cross-country permits, local holidays and difficult roads. Several times Rafael

has to fly to Germany for paperwork, come back and continue on his way. The

roads of Kazakhstan proved difficult for the roadster, and there were no

charging stations and the electric car had to be charged from ordinary sockets

or power distribution panels of hotels.

In Europe, after about 27,000 kilometers of driving through sandstorms at

around 53°C heat, over the worst roads on earth and through thunderstorms,

the electric car had an accident in Germany near the finish line. But Rafael

managed to get support from Tesla and in a fast-track five days the Tesla

Roadster was repaired and brought back to life.

As a result, Rafael was ahead of the French team. His route took 28,282 km

and became the longest route on a serial 100% electric car, which was recorded

as a world record. He spent 127 days on this route and became the first person

in the world to travel alone around the world in an electric production car, which

was classified as two separate world records.

More world records were set by Rafael in 2016, when he made his second

round-the-world trip in an electric car. This time he started in a Tesla Model S,

but 10 other teams from around the world rode with him.

The second stage of the 80edays was already bigger and organized by Rafael

de Mestre himself. The route this time amounted to more than 25 thousand

kilometers through 20 countries and three continents. The teams were from

Germany, Austria, Italy, Hungary, Spain, Switzerland, Switzerland, USA and

China.

Participants drove through iconic cities where more than 30 events were

organized to raise awareness of electric vehicle technology. At the same time,

the teams planted trees with a plaque in major cities - symbols of clean air.

Which will henceforth become a reference point for all future 80edays

participants.  

The teams successfully completed their journey in 80 days, including

intercontinental flights. Which was another world record.

Rafael de Mestre, the initiator of 80edays, believes that the whole world must

work together to eliminate the problem of air pollution.

"Electric cars are the best solution to avoid toxic gases in our cities, and they

encourage the battery industry to improve the technology. Other technologies

benefit from this improvement, so it's not just charity but business, the best

motivation to move forward quickly for the most precious thing we have - our

children," believes Rafael.

Crews on production of 100% electric vehicles from any country in the world

are welcome to participate for the next and probably last edition. Official

registration is open and available over email to office@80edays.com

Contact 80edays

Short note:

#80edays — is a mission that breaks boundaries! We are proving
that electric vehicle technology is poised to become the first choice
for drivers because it is environmentally sustainable and has a well-
developed infrastructure. The 80edays mission is to accelerate the
transition to sustainable mobility. This is the largest rally in 100%
electric vehicles around the world. Participants in the world race prove
that electric vehicles have already become the choice of drivers. It is
a conscious transition to quiet, clean and sustainable energy. The
world electric car race is held every 4 years across three continents.
In 2012 and 2016 participants crossed more than 20 countries, and
covered more than 28 thousand kilometers in electric vehicles. Any
team from any country in the world can represent its nation by taking
part in a production electric car.

#Tree route — in collaboration with Myclimate, the official eco-
partner of 80edays, trees were planted along the route of the race in
2016, which today determines the route. The Myclimate project seeks
to restore forests and offset carbon emissions. The 80edays project,
which promotes clean air, is well complemented by the goals of our
partner, and provides a joint opportunity to raise public awareness on
environmental issues. Together, we highlight the critical social and
climate issues arising from increased pollution and rapid
deforestation. 80edays planted 10,000 trees to compensate for the
CO2 footprint of 80edays.

Rafael De Mestre — is an ambassador of electric mobility and
founder of the Eco Grand Prix SRL, the organizer of ecoGP, the
electric car 24h races, winner of the first round-the-world race in
2012 and awarded 2013 by the Energy Globe Award Romania and
2024 by the Global Recognition Award. He holds the record for solo
trip around the world in a standard electric car, the fastest round-the-
world trip in an electric car (80 days) together with the teams of
2016’s 80edays Elduro and won several EV rallies in Europe.
(Wikipedia DE) (Wikipedia EN)
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