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80edays 2024: Embarking on a
New Global Journey for a

Greener Future

Dear EV Enthusiasts and Supporters, we are thrilled to share with you
the exciting start of the 80edays 2024 Electrifying journey, the epic
round-the-world expedition that kicked off at the iconic Arc de
Triomphe in Barcelona on April 24, 2024. Spearheaded by Rafael de
Mestre, this remarkable endeavor aims to promote a greener future,
cleaner air, and sustainable transportation.

In the heart of Barcelona, teams from Spain, France, Germany, the

Czech Republic (a family of five!), Macedonia, and Switzerland set off

on their electrifying adventure. The excitement and energy at the

starting line was palpable as each team embarked on a mission to

demonstrate the incredible capabilities of electric vehicles.
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The Journey Begins
Few km after the start Rafael de Mestre is asked to make a stop at
Viladecavalls where the General Manager of Circontrol Joan Hinojo
handed over three charge stations to be distributed to connect
cultures and close gaps in the world for EV travellers.
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First Stops: Spain, Portugal, and
Morocco

The first leg of the journey took the teams through Spain, Portugal
and Morocco. In Manresa, they visited a tree planted during the 2016
Elduro circumnavigation, symbolizing the ongoing commitment to
environmental sustainability. The 2024 teams will follow the tree
route established during the 2016 journey, continuing the tradition of
connecting significant places through their green journey.

Rafael de Mestre's lecture at the University of Bilbao, attended by
over 100 enthusiastic students, further emphasized the importance of
sustainable transportation, with invaluable support from the #AUVE
Spain association.
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Electrifying Lisbon and Warm
Portuguese Hospitality

The support of the local community in Lisbon was heartwarming.
Paulo Santos graciously hosted the Czech family and provided them
with a comfortable place to stay. Meanwhile, Rafael de Mestre
received generous hospitality from Diana Freytag, Fernanda and
Pedro Lopes, who invited him into their home. This generous spirit
exemplifies the camaraderie of the global EV community and the
shared commitment to support each other on this important journey.

Continuing their journey north, the teams arrived in Porto, where they
had the opportunity to meet with leaders of the UVE - Electric Vehicle
Users Association. This meeting was a valuable exchange of insights
and experiences on the future of electric mobility. Discussions covered
a range of topics, from advances in charging infrastructure to the
practicalities of long-distance EV travel. Engaging with UVE leaders
not only highlighted the progress being made in electric vehicle
technology, but also underscored the importance of collaboration in
advancing the adoption of sustainable transportation solutions.
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Crossing into Morocco
Crossing into Morocco, the teams embarked on an adventurous drive
through Tangier and into the vibrant city of Casablanca. The journey
included navigating the stunning yet challenging desert landscapes,
showcasing the resilience and capabilities of their electric vehicles. In
Casablanca, Rafael had the opportunity to present his project to
fellow EV enthusiasts and representatives, sharing the vision and
progress of 80edays.

A significant milestone was reached with the installation of the first
Circontrol charger in Morocco. This installation is crucial in closing the
gap for EV travel along the coast, providing a vital link in the charging
network and making long-distance electric journeys more feasible. 

 

The successful drive through the desert and this key installation
underscores the expanding reach of eMobility and the practical
possibilities of sustainable transportation even in remote areas.
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Challenges and Determination
Rafael de Mestre aptly stated, “Wherever there is light, you can
charge,” highlighting the resilience and adaptability of the teams. The
NRGkick mobile charger equipment proved invaluable during the
crossing of Morocco, ensuring that the cars could be efficiently
charged even without three-phase power at the campsites. This
adaptability and determination exemplify the spirit of 80edays and
shows that with innovation and perseverance, the challenges of long-
distance EV travel can be overcome.

Despite the successful completion of the Morocco tour, logistical
challenges arose when the cars could not be shipped from Morocco to
Miami, USA. The process of shipping electric vehicles across the
ocean is fraught with difficulties, including bureaucratic obstacles and
misconceptions about the safety and feasibility of transporting EVs.
Many shipping companies are hesitant due to concerns about
smartphone battery regulations transferring these to electric cars,
which, unlike smartphones, are known to have a computer-controlled
monitoring and cooling system.

 

 

However, the teams are determined and resourceful, confident that
they will find the best solution. The participants have returned to
Spain, where they met Spanish companies which promised to manage
to ship the cars in time so that the route through US can start as
planned. The planned start date for the U.S. leg is June 15, 2024.
After the confirmation that the cars are on the vessel the complete
schedule for US will be published. 
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Looking Ahead: The USA Leg
As we prepare for the upcoming ocean crossing to the United States,
we eagerly anticipate meeting our supporters and fans across the
Atlantic. This leg of the journey will provide a unique opportunity to
ask questions, gain valuable insights into long-distance EV travel,
promote sustainable products and solutions and witness firsthand the
advancements in EV technology and infrastructure.

Stay tuned for more updates and join us in cheering on the teams as
they continue their mission to raise awareness for cleaner air and
sustainable transportation. Together, we can drive to a greener
future!

Electrifying regards,

The 80edays Team
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Gratitude
Special thanks to NRGkick giving us the mobile chargers and adaptors
to be able to charge wherever there is light burning and to Richard
for sponsoring the set of all season Kelly (Goodyear) tires to the Tesla
Roadster. 

We extend our heartfelt thanks to all the individuals, clubs, and
organizations that have supported and promised to support Rafael
and the 80edays mission in future. Your hospitality, enthusiasm, and
commitment make this journey possible. Let's continue to innovate,
inspire and impact the world for the better.
Support Rafael on Patreon and get exculsive insights!
https://www.patreon.com/RafaeldeMestre831

Contact 80edays

Short note:

#80edays — is a mission that breaks boundaries! We are proving
that electric vehicle technology is poised to become the first choice
for drivers because it is environmentally sustainable and has a well-
developed infrastructure. The 80edays mission is to accelerate the
transition to sustainable mobility. This is the largest rally in 100%
electric vehicles around the world. Participants in the world race prove
that electric vehicles have already become the choice of drivers. It is
a conscious transition to quiet, clean and sustainable energy. The
world electric car race is held every 4 years across three continents.
In 2012 and 2016 participants crossed more than 20 countries, and
covered more than 28 thousand kilometers in electric vehicles. Any
team from any country in the world can represent its nation by taking
part in a production electric car.

#Tree route — in collaboration with Myclimate, the official eco-
partner of 80edays, trees were planted along the route of the race in
2016, which today determines the route. The Myclimate project seeks
to restore forests and offset carbon emissions. The 80edays project,
which promotes clean air, is well complemented by the goals of our
partner, and provides a joint opportunity to raise public awareness on
environmental issues. Together, we highlight the critical social and
climate issues arising from increased pollution and rapid
deforestation. 80edays planted 10,000 trees to compensate for the
CO2 footprint of 80edays.

Rafael De Mestre — is an ambassador of electric mobility and
founder of the Eco Grand Prix SRL, the organizer of ecoGP, the
electric car 24h races, winner of the first round-the-world race in
2012 and awarded 2013 by the Energy Globe Award Romania and
2024 by the Global Recognition Award. He holds the record for solo
trip around the world in a standard electric car, the fastest round-the-
world trip in an electric car (80 days) together with the teams of
2016’s 80edays Elduro and won several EV rallies in Europe.
(Wikipedia DE) (Wikipedia EN)
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